
  

Year 5 Curriculum Overview  

  

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

  Term 1  Term 2  Term 3  Term 4  Term 5  Term 6  

English  Running on the Roof of 
the World – Jess 
Butterworth (modern,  
suspense)  
WOs –  
Adventure story (focus on 
dialogue to advance the  
action)  
  
Hidden Figures – Margot  
Lee Shetterly   
WO - Newspaper report  
  
  

  

Wolves of Willoughby  
Chase – Joan Aiken  
(classic, fantasy)   
 WO –  
Historic story - procedural 
text, atmosphere and  
setting   
  
Faery Tales – Carol Ann  
Duffy (poetry), Classic  
Fairy Tales  
– Berlie Doherty. Roald  
Dahl – Revolting Rhymes   
WO – 
Poetry  
  

Cogheart – Peter Bunzl  
(sci-fi)   
WOs – 
Diary  
Newspaper report  
Explanation text    
  
  
  
  

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (a Shakespeare 
story) – Andrew 
Matthews   
(classic, play)  
  
WOs –  
Narrative – formal 
language  
Biography - of William  
Shakespeare   
  
  
  
  
  

The Explorer – Katherine 
Rundell (modern fiction, 
different culture)  
   
WOs -  
Narrative – focus on  
setting   
Discussion text     
  
  
  
  
  
  

Contemporary stories that 
raise dilemmas / issues  
 
Trash  
 
Developing character 
through setting, action 
and dialogue  
 
 
 
Discussion text 
 
Trash 
 
Structuring a discussion 
text 
 
Discussion text – favelas 
(link to favelas of South 
America – Amazon topic 
in Geography)  
  
  
  
  
  

Empathy  Honesty  Respect    Responsibility  



  

White Rose 
Maths  

Number: place value  
Number: addition and subtraction  
Statistics  
Number: multiplication and division  
Measurement: perimeter and area  

Number: multiplication and division  
Number: fractions  
Number: decimals and percentages  

Number: decimals  
Geometry: properties of shape  
Geometry: position and direction  
Measurement: converting units  
Measurement: volume  

Science  Earth and Space  
The solar system, the 
Earth’s rotation, night  
and day 
Physics  

Living things and their 
habitats  
Life cycle of mammals  
Biology  

Properties and changes of 
materials  
Changes in state of solids, 
liquids and gases  
Chemistry  

Forces  
Gravity, air resistance, 
water resistance, 
mechanisms which allow 
a smaller force to have a 
greater effect  
Physics  

Animals including 
humans  
Human lifespan and 
development  
Biology  

Properties and changes  
of materials 
Reversible states  
Chemistry  

Computing  Computing Systems and 
Networks: Sharing 
Information 

Creating Media: Video 
Editing 

Programming A: Selection 
in Physical Computing 

Data and Information: 
Flat-File Databases 

Creating Media: 
Vector Drawing 

Programming B: Selection 
in Quizzes 

History    The Mayans  
900-1524 AD  
Popol Vuh, Chichen Itza,  
Tikal  

  The Tudors  
1509-1547  
Henry VIII, wives and 
children  

Local History Study:  
Halifax in the   
Industrial Revolution  
1760-1840  
Colonel Ackroyd  

  

Geography  Human and Physical  
changes - local 
environment  
Local area  
Human and physical  

  Human and physical  
changes - European 
environment  
The Alps  
Human and physical  

    Human and physical  
changes – Non-European  
environment  
The Amazon  
Human and physical  

Art  3D art  
Printing   
William Morris  

  Landscape  
Perspective  
Henry Moore, David  
Hockney  

   Sculpture and 3D art 

 
Interacting installations 

Painting  
 
Portraits  

Design and 
Technology  

  Mechanics  
Pullies and gears  
Rube Goldberg  

  Frame structures Portable 
structures  

Textiles  
Combining different 
shapes  
Christian Dior  

  



  

  

Spanish  Tener in the full paradigm 
Hair and eye colour  

Ser in the full paradigm 
Physical features  

Ser and tener in the full 
paradigm  
What are my friends and  
family like  

Ser and tener in the full 
paradigm  
What are my friends and  
family like  

AR verbs eschuchar, 
hablar, cantar, bailar, 
tocar in the full paradigm  
Free time  

Phonetics 1-2 (XT) – to 
prepare for Y6 Spanish 
 
Cultural learning- 
Language Angels 

Music  How music evolves 
over time Rock  
Queen, Deep Purple,  
Status Quo, Chuck Berry,  
The Beatles  

Syncopation  
Jazz  
Stan Getz, Ben Webster,  
Ian Gray, Woody Herman  

Ballads  
Pop  
Bob Dylan, Luther  
Vandross, Lionel Ritchie,  
Tony Bennett  

SingUp Unit: 
 
Building a Groove 
 
Epoca 
 
Musical Focus: 
 
Beat, rhythm, bassline, 
riff, texture, articulation, 
singing, composition 

SingUp Unit: 
 
Balinese Gamelan 
 
Empress of the Pagodas 
 
Musical Focus: 
 
Interlocking rhythms, 
vocal chants, cyclic 
structures, ternary form, 
pentatonic scale, tempo, 
dynamics, composition, 
rhythm notation 

SingUp Unit: 
 
Madina Tun Nabi 
 
 
 
Musical Focus: 
 
Nasheed, drone, melody, 
harmony, chords, singing, 
improvisation, 
composition 



  

PE  Invasion Games  Dance  Invasion Games  Gymnastics  Net and Wall Games  Athletics  

PSHE  Healthy relationships 
Healthy partnerships  

Living in the wider world 
Future aspirations  

Health and wellbeing  
Puberty  
  

Living in the wider world 
The effects of social  
media  

Healthy relationships 
What is sex?  

Living in the wider world 
E-Safety  

RE  What does it mean if 
God is holy and loving? 
2B.1 God  

Was Jesus the Messiah? 
2B.4 Incarnation  

What does it mean for 
Muslims to follow God?  

What will make our 
city/town/village a more 
respectful place? 

What would Jesus do? 
2B.5 Gospel  

Why do some people 
believe in God and some 
people not? 
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